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4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



fx] Box No. I 

□ Box No. n 

| | Box No. HI 
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[Xj Box No. V 

| | Box No. VI 

[~| Box No. VII 

fx] BoxNo.VIII 
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Certain observations on the international application 
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ox No. I 



wo. a Basis of th e report 

With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

f - ] This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 
— which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

| | international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)) 

j | publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

[ | international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 
With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as originally 
filed" and are not annexed to this report): 
[x] the international application as originally filed/furnished 

| | the description: 

as originally filed/furnished 
received by this Authority oh with the letter of 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 



| | the claims: 



| | the drawings: 



pages 

pages*' 

pages* 



pages 
pages* 
pages* 
pages* 



as originally filed/furnished 

as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 



pages 
pages* 



as originally filed/furnished 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 

| — | a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
3. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

[ | the description, pages 
| ~\ the claims, Nos. 
| | the drawings, sheets/figs 
[ | the sequence listing (specify): 
| | any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 

4 I - ! This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 

1 made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 
70.2(c)). 

{ | the description, pages 

| | the claims', Nos. 

| | the drawings, sheets/figs 

[ | the sequence listing (specify): 

| | any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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*ox No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement | 


. Statement 




Noveltv OH Claims 


' YES | 


Claims 1-24 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) Claims 


YES 


Claims 1-24 


NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-24 


YES j 


Claims 


NO 1 


I. Citations and explanations (Rule 70*7) 




The following international search report citations have been considered for the purpose of this statement: 

Dl: US 6141867 A D2: US 6081993 % D3: US 5771578^ D4: US 5531009 A | 


D5: US 5331831 A D6: US 4731923 A t D7: US 4675993 A D8: US 4654964 A 


D9: US 4603329 A D10: US 4575931 A Dll: US 4453303 A D12: EP 1088626 A 


D13: DE 19510856 A D14: JP 11239925 A (equivalent to US 6735856 B) 




D15:JP 11074693 A 




Noveltv fND Claims 1-24 




The claims are not novel in the light of Dl - D15, all of which disclose all the essential features of the invention 
as claimed, eg. a method/component/system wherein a position/connection sensor is used to detect the 
presence/absence of a component in its proper position in an assembly and the information is communicated to a 
controller/information processing means. 


(See the supplementary sheet for details) 




Inventive Steo flS^ Claims 1-24 




The claims do not involve an inventive step in the light of Dl - Dl 5 for the same reason as above. 


Industrial Applicability CIA\ Claims 1 - 24 




The claims satisfy the requirements for industrial applicability. 
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Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 



International application No. 
PCT/AU2004/000623 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully 
supported by the description, are made: 

Claims 9 - 18, 23 are not clear with respect to the expression "being associated with", ie. it is not clear whether 
the sensing means and the means for communicating information are part of the component claimed. 
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supplemental Box 



ji case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient 



Continuation of: Box V.2 

Dl : This citation discloses a method/apparatus for positioning a component (T) in an assembly (W A), sensing 

whether the component is in its correct position by sensing means (28, 44, 87, 90a), and communicating the 

information from the sensing means to information processing means (200). 
D2: This citation discloses a method/apparatus for positioning a component (1 12) in an assembly (1 14, 11MH, 

120), sensing whether the component is in its correct position by sensing means (202), and communicating the 

information from the sensing means to information processing means (212). 

The attorney responses that (114, 116, 118, 120) is not an assembly, however, the claims do not define what 
limitation an assembly (according to the claims) is supposed to be. 

The attorney also submits that (212) is not an information processing means, however, (212) is capable of 
receiving information from sensing means (202) and providing information about the presence/absence of 
component (1 12) in its correct position. Nevertheless, the claims do not define what the ^formation processing 
means is supposed to be. '*' • 

D3: This citation discloses a method/apparatus for positioning a component (30) in an assembly (20), sensing 

whether the component is in its correct position by sensing means (4 1 , 44, 49), and communicating the 

information from the sensing means to information processing means (50). 
D4: This citation discloses a method/apparatus for positioning a component (rivets) in an assembly (34) sensing 

whether the component is in its correct position by sensing means (512, 514), and communicating the 

information from the sensing means to information processing means (80, 530). 

This citation also discloses the removal of the component from the assembly, and the correct positions of the 
components are preprogrammed and stored in a data set loaded into the system controller. 
D5- This citation discloses a method/apparatus for positioning a component (fastener) in an assembly (38), sensing 

whether the component is in its correct position by sensing means (56), and communicating the. information from 
the sensing means to information processing means (58). 
D6- This citation discloses a method/apparatus for positioning a component (E) in an assembly (P), sensing whether 
the component is in its correct position by sensing means (80, 90), and communicating the information from the 
sensing means to information processing means (50). 
D7- This citation discloses a method/apparatus for positioning a component (2) in an assembly (10), sensing whether 
the component is in its correct position by sensing means (6), and communicating the information from the 
sensing means to information processing means (7). 
D8: This citation discloses a method/apparatus for positioning a component (1 4) in an assembly (1 , 2), sensing 
whether the component is in its correct position by sensing means (9, 10, 1 1, 12), and communicatmg the 
information from the sensing means to information processing means (19, 20, 21, 22). 
D9: This citation discloses a method/apparatus for removing a component (newly formed parts) from an assembly 
(mould base), sensing whether the components have been removed from their positions by sensing means (PS1, 
PS16), and communicating the information from the sensing means to information processing means (2, 3, 

4 >- 

D10- This citation discloses a method/apparatus for positioning a component (35) in an assembly (39), sensing 

whether the component is in its correct position by sensing means (27), and communicating the information rrom 
the sensing means to information processing means (50). 
Dl 1 : This citation discloses a method/apparatus for positioning a component (5 1) in an assembly (50, 55), sensing 
whether the component is in its correct position by sensing means (EC, ED, EA, EE, EB, EF, 92, 92 ), and 
communicating the information from the sensing means to information processing means (Cx). 
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lupplemental Box 



n case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient. 
Continuation oft Box V.2 

312: This citation discloses a method/apparatus for positioning a component (4) in an assembly (2, 3, 5), sensing 

whether the component is in its correct position by sensing means (10a, 10b), and communicating the 

information from the sensing means to information processing means (13). 
D13: This citation discloses a method/apparatus for removing predetermined parts and components from an assembly 

(electric and electronic devices), sensing whether the components have been removed from their positions by 

sensing means (2), and communicating the information from the sensing means to information processing means 

(image recognition and image processing). 
D14- This citation discloses a method/apparatus for positioning a component (electronic components) in an assembly 

(2), sensing whether the component is in its correct position by sensing means (10), and communicating the 

information from the sensing means to information .processing means (12). 

D15: The English language version of this specification is available at 

http//vmwl9Jpdl.ncipi.gojp/PAl/result/detail/nri 

This citation discloses a method/apparatus for positioning a component (microchips) in an assembly (PGB), 
sensing whether the component is in its correct position by sensing means (3), and communicating the 
information from the sensing means to information processing means (8). 



The attorney submits that some of the citations do not disclose the removal of components from an assembly. However, 
the claims do not define any special technical features about the removal step other than the fact that it is a reversed 
procedure of the positioning step and the sensing means being capable of detecting whether the component has been 
removed from its position. All sensing means in the citations are capable of detecting the presence or absence of the 
component from its correct position. 
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